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Radio Art in Musicology: Challenges 
And Methodologies
The topic of this presentation will be challenges and possible 
methodologies for musicologist dealing with radio art. An expe-
rimental audio form at the intersection of music, sound art, po-
etry and drama, radio art was only occasionally subject of musi-
cology studies. When it was, the accent was predominantly given 
to particular works, in tradition with long-standing musicolo-
gical occupation with musical work. With respect to this kind 
of approach, I would like to suggest slight focus-shift from the 
work at the centre of attention to the work as one factor in the 
network comprised of diff erent actors, such as authors, directors, 
performers (if included), technicians, editors, but also including 
radio broadcast institution, programme schemes, studios where 
the materials were recorded and other equipment used (for fi -
eld recordings, for example), international festivals where wor-
ks were presented etc. My case study will be built around Radio 
Belgrade’s show Radionica zvuka (Sound Workshop, 1985–), focu-
sing on the fi rst period of its existence. Information gathered for 
the research comes from press clipping and other documents fo-
und in the Radio Belgrade archive, sleeves of the original tapes, 
programmes of the festivals, scores (if existing) and other. Most 
importantly, it comes from the interviews with key actors, on 
the topics related to their approach to the radio art, processes of 
59  /   
creating in specifi c conditions of studio and with collaborators, 
on authorship and other. The goal was to form the narrative that 
would explain the micro history of radio art in Belgrade not only 
by taking the social and artistic context in the broad sense, but 
actual particular motivations, decisions, conditions that led to 
the production as it is known today. This approach is based on 
growing literature on collaborative practices, creative practices 
in recording studios, and actor-network theory in musicology. 
Following insight into recent theoretical literature on these pro-
blems, I would comment on what are some benefi cial and what 
are challenging aspects of the chosen theoretical approach and 
methodology applied when radio art is in question. 
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